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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 
CocoSol International Inc. (CocoSol) performed an Additional Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of 
approximately 44.25 acres of land to assess the existing conditions of cultural resources previously 
identified and documented in 1981 by Barbara Johnston, and by Panamerican Consultants Inc., (PCI) in 
1990 and 1997 during the course of Phase IA and Phase IB Archaeological Surveys. The scope of work for 
this Additional Phase I Cultural Resources Survey was submitted to the Virgin Islands State Historic 
Preservation Office (VISHPO) for review and comment.  The VISHPO concurred with the survey method 
proposed by CocoSol.  The survey was performed during the month of January 2020.   
 
Of specific interest to this survey were the resources tested in 1997 that were considered to have the 
potential to meet criteria of eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.  These include Locus 1 
that was reported to contain precolonial and historic components with ruins and Locus 4 that was reported 
to contain a historic component with ruins, a historic cottage, a well, and an historic cistern and rainwater 
catchment basin.  During the course of our survey we learned that a wood frame cottage that PCI had 
recommended in 1990 for fencing and preservation, would be demolished under current development plans.  
Observations were also made for a cemetery located on the subject property. 
 
The scope of work also included additional subsurface testing for areas considered to have a potential of 
containing cultural resources.  For the most part, the subsurface testing was performed along the gently 
sloping summit of the ridge present on the central part of the subject property. No additional cultural 
resources were found during the course of the subsurface testing.   
 
No evidence of the Locus 1 precolonial component was encountered during this current additional survey.  
The Locus 1 historic component consisting of the remains of two rubble masonry structures were 
documented by sketch drawings and photography during our survey. Our Client proposes to preserve these 
ruins and adaptively use them within the context of a passive recreation area. CocoSol recommends the 
documentation of building remains in Locus 1 using measured drawing and photography prior to any 
modification.   
 
Locus 4 was found to have been disturbed.  The two structures and a dry laid wall recorded in 1997 have 
been disarticulated by mechanical clearing and recycling of building materials. No further cultural resources 
management for Locus 4 is recommended. 
 
A 20th century cemetery previously noted by PCI in 1990 and 1997 was found to be undisturbed. We 
recommend the “sprucing up” of the cemetery by removing plant growth and the use of fencing to define 
and protect the area. 
 
A wood frame cottage identified by PCI in 1990 was recommended for preservation using fencing around 
it during construction activities that were then planned, such as the dock facilities. PCI identifies the cottage 
as the “great house”, but residents of Lovango currently refer to the structure as the West Indian House.  
The West Indian House is the former residence of Rudolph Alexander DeWindt, a long-time resident of 
Lovango.  Mr. Dewindt is interred in the small family plot cemetery located a short distance downslope 
from the house.   
 
The structure has undergone a number of modifications but parts of it still retain structural integrity.  Current 
development plans call for the demolition of the cottage to build critical infrastructure for the proposed 
development.  We recommend documentation of the existing conditions of the cottage using measured line 
drawings of plan, construction details, modifications and photographs to mitigate adverse effects. 
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A water well reported in both PCI surveys and recommended for preservation by PCI was found to have 
been filled with rubble.  Exposed sections were documented by photography during this additional survey. 
Current development plans call for the demolition of the well.  We recommend documentation of the well 
using measured drawings and photography in concert with the demolition activities, as well as assessment 
for the presence of potentially significant archaeological deposits in its interior. 
 
To the west of the well is a cistern and articulated rain water catchment basin.  At the time of our additional 
survey, the cistern was being refurbished and will be used to store water.  Both the cistern and catchment 
basin will be preserved in situ.  Parts of a cement floor located immediately to west of the cistern were 
identified during our additional survey.  We recommend documentation of the cistern and catchment basin 
using measured drawings and photography.  Additionally, we recommend exposing the cement floor and 
documentation using measured drawings and photography. 
 
The historic cottage recorded by PCI in 1990 and 1997 no longer exists. According to local informants, the 
cottage was located on the site of a recently built house that includes extensively landscaped grounds.  This 
property is located outside of the subject property. 
 
Our final recommendation is that the location and site polygon of cultural resources and associated features 
to be preserved and/or adversely affected should be mapped by a USVI licensed surveyor. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Additional Phase I Cultural Resources Survey, 44.25 Acres  Lovango Cay, St. John, USVI   
CocoSol Project 191212   February 24, 2020   
 

 1 

 

1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 
 
CocoSol International Inc. (CocoSol) performed an Additional Phase I Cultural Resources Survey (Survey) 
for approximately 44.25 acres of land located on Lovango Cay, St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands, (Figures 1 
and 2).  This Survey also assessed potentially significant cultural resources identified during Phase I A and 
IB Archaeological Surveys and testing performed by Panamerican Consultants Inc.(PCI) in 1990 and 1997.   
 
The Survey was performed on behalf of Lovango Island Holdings LLP (LIH) of Wayland, Massachusetts.  
LIH proposes to develop the subject property for residential subdivision and commercial purposes. The 
Survey was performed during the month of January 2020. 
 

 

 
 
 
Figure 1:  Google Earth Pro image depicting the location of Lovango Cay 
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Figure 2:  Image showing the eastern part of Lovango Cay and the Survey Area 
 
 
1.1 REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 
 
The Survey was performed as part of compliance requirements with Title 29, Chapter 17, Section 959, of 
the Virgin Islands Code, also known as Virgin Islands Antiquities and Cultural Properties Act of 1998. 
 
 
1.2     ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 
Lovango Cay measures approximately 120 acres in area. The subject property is located on the approximate 
eastern third of the cay.  The topography consists of a narrow ridge with a gently sloping summit, and steep 
and rocky side slopes. Narrow coastal flats and a rocky beach are present on the southwest part of the 
subject property.  
 
The coastal flat land has been extensively modified by earth change activities made primarily in the 20th. 
century for a borrow pit/pond now closed, construction of concrete docks, buildings and trenches for 
infrastructure elements. 
 
At the time of our survey, the undeveloped or cleared parts of the subject property were covered in young 
pioneer species and grasses with occasional mature trees interspersed throughout. Fruit trees are present in 
or near habitation areas. The top soil on the slopes and ridge summit is thin or absent, the result of 
denudation caused by livestock grazing. The ridge top within the subject property has also been affected by 
use as a dump area and more recently (approximately five years ago) cleared of refuse using heavy 
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equipment. Generally, we found gravelly clay subsoil exposed on the surface of the ridge top. The side 
slopes of the ridge also contain large rock outcroppings. 
 
1.3 PRIOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES FOR THE SUBJECT PROPERTY 
 
The Virgin Islands State Historic Preservation Office (VISHPO) archaeological site files indicate that the 
first and only archaeological site form was filed by Barbara Johnston who with a distinguished crew that 
included E. Lundberg, B. Ausherman and B. Morrissette visited Lovango in 1981 in response to the 
report/donation of a greenstone celt found on the island by a local resident.  While on Lovango, Johnston 
and her crew were able to reconnoiter the coastal flatlands on the southern part of the subject property and 
recovered a few eroded ceramic sherds from the back-dirt piles of a man-made pond. Johnston notes that 
the site had been extensively disturbed at their time of their visit and estimated that perhaps 10% of the site 
remained preserved. 
 
A Phase IA Archaeological Survey was performed for the subject property by Panamerican Consultants 
Inc. (PCI) in 1990. Phase IA Archaeological Surveys ordinarily consist of a literature and records review 
and pedestrian site reconnaissance. PCI performed a thorough literature and records which provides an 
excellent descriptive history of Lovango within the context of USVI and St. John history. The pedestrian 
site reconnaissance resulted in the identification of eight 19th and 20th century cultural resources, as 
described and depicted in Figures 3 and 4.   
 
PCI returned to Lovango in 1997 to perform a Phase IB Archaeological Survey to “provide more intensive 
inspection of specific areas or sites” specifically Locus 1, 2, 3, a historic cottage and a cistern.  The 1997 
PCI report clarifies that due to “some confusion” in the Phase IA Archaeological Survey, Loci 2 and 3 were 
identified and plotted in what was later found to be “outside” of the property area and were not tested.  
Instead, the three artifact scatters initially dismissed as not significant (Scatters 1, 2 and 3) were tested, 
Scatters 2 and 3 were found to not have the potential to meet criteria of eligibility to the National Register 
of Historic Places (NRHP).  Scatter 1 was found to contain additional associated resources consisting of 
the ruins of two structures that PCI considered to be potentially eligible to the NRHP and was renamed 
Locus 4 and was tested..  
 
Locus 1 was also tested in 1997 and found to contain precolonial and historic components. Locus 1 also 
contained two structures that PCI also considered to be potentially eligible to the NRHP.  Additionally, two 
cottages, a cistern/catchment basin structure and a well were recorded and also considered by PCI to be 
potentially eligible to the NRHP. The location map of the cultural resources investigated in 1997 by PCI is 
provided in Figure 5 of this report.  According to PCI’s 1990 report, the developer (at that time) indicated 
that all of the potentially significant sites identified would be set aside and fenced to preserve the cultural 
resources in situ. 
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Figure 3:  List of cultural resources recorded during PCI's Phase IA Survey. Source: PCI 1990 
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Figure 4:  PCI map showing the location of the cultural resources identified during the Phase IA 
Archaeological Survey. Artifact Scatters not shown on map. Source: PCI 1990 
 
 

 
 
 

Figure 5:  PCI map showing the location of sites (Loci), structures and artifact scatters tested during PCI’s 
Phase IB Archaeological Survey. Source: PCI 1997 
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2.0  SURVEY METHODS 
 
 
The objective of the Additional Phase I Cultural Resources Survey was to assess the existing conditions of 
the cultural resources identified by PCI in order to determine if they were potentially eligible to the NRHP. 
The principal tasks performed during the current survey consisted of a review of readily available literature 
and records and a vehicular and pedestrian survey complemented by selective shovel testing of areas 
considered to have a potential for containing cultural resources. 
 
2.1 LITERATURE AND RECORDS SEARCH 
 
At the request of CocoSol, the Virgin Islands State Historic Preservation Office (VISHPO) performed a 
search of the archaeological site files to determine if any cultural resources were located within the subject 
property.  The VISHPO informed and provided CocoSol with a copy of an archaeological site form recorded 
in 1981 by Barbara Johnston where site number 12VAm 2-028 was assigned to the site. Johnston (1981) 
described the site as largely destroyed. LIH provided the 1990 and 1997 archaeological survey reports 
prepared by PCI for the subject property referenced herein. The 1990 PCI study provides a thorough 
historical background for the USVI and more specifically for St. John and Lovango Cay. The reader is 
referred to that document for specific information. 
 
2.2 FIELD INVESTIGATIONS 
 
The field survey consisted of a pedestrian and vehicular reconnaissance of the subject property followed by 
site specific assessments of PCI’s Loci 1 and 4, a standing structure herein referred to as the West Indian 
House (WIH), a well, a cistern and a rainwater catchment basin.  We also made cursory observations of a 
small family plot cemetery. 
 
Additionally, CocoSol performed shovel testing in areas considered to have a potential of containing 
cultural resources (Figure 6).  The shovel tests measured at least 30 centimeters in diameter and were 
excavated to depths no longer considered to have the potential of containing non-random artifact bearing 
matrices. The soil from each shovel test was screened through ¼-inch hardware cloth. Specific information 
recorded for each test included texture, soil color, depth, content and other pertinent information.  Where 
present, exposed ground surfaces were visually inspected for cultural materials.  Constructed features and 
structures were photographed and measured as considered necessary for this survey. 
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Figure 6:  Photograph of shovel testing activities in progress 
 

3.0  FINDINGS 
 
 
The findings of the Additional Phase I Cultural Resources Survey performed for the subject property are 
presented below. 
 
3.1  LOCUS 1 
 
Locus 1 was recorded by PCI as a multicomponent site composed of a precolonial (12VAm2-028) and an 
historic component containing two structures and associated archaeological contexts.  Descriptions of these 
resources are provided below. 
 
3.1.1 Precolonial Component 
 
The VISHPO archaeological site files indicate that Barbara Johnston filed an archaeological site form in 
1981 for 12VAm 2-028 documenting the finding of two green stone axes by a local resident of Lovango 
Cay that was reportedly recovered in the general area of Locus 1.  Johnston noted that the  site was largely 
destroyed, estimating that perhaps ten percent was left with the potential of retaining contextual integrity. 
Johnston collected two eroded ceramic sherds in the back dirt of a man-made pond located in the southern 
coastal flat lands of the subject property. Because of their eroded surfaces, no cultural provenience for the 
site could be assigned.  
 
The 1990 PCI Phase IA Archaeological Survey reports the finding of precolonial materials at Locus 1 which 
is in the same general area where Johnston places the location of 12VAm 2-028. Formal test excavations 
of this site during the 1997 PCI Phase IB Archaeological Survey resulted in the recovery of only two 
precolonial ceramic sherds, a grit tempered strap handle and an undecorated sherd, both recovered in surface 
or near surface (<10 centimeters) contexts in PCI’s Test Unit 1.  
 
Our survey for the precolonial component of Loci 1 was limited to the visual observation of exposed ground 
surfaces for cultural materials.  No precolonial artifacts were observed in surface contexts. 
 
3.1.2   Historic Component 
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The 1997 testing by PCI for Locus 1 documented the remains of two structures (PCI Structures 1 and 2) 
and associated archaeological contexts.  These structures were assessed by CocoSol during this Additional 
Phase I Cultural Resources Survey and are described below. 
 
3.1.2.1 Structure 1 
 
Structure 1 is currently represented by the foundations and partial walls of a building of rubble masonry 
construction bonded with a lime based mortar. The building foundations measure 10.5 m long along east-
west axis by 4 m wide. The walls are approximately 30 cm thick incorporating stone, coral, beach gravel 
and occasional brick. Preserved elevations of the walls range from 95 cm above ground surface to nearly 
level with the existing ground surface. A cement plastered interior floor currently remains partially 
preserved on the east side of the building (Figures 7-11). 
 
An attached cistern is located to the south of the structure and measures 3.55 m along its east-west axis by 
2.15 m. north-south. The construction of the cistern is similar to the adjacent building. The exterior elevation 
of the cistern extends 1.3 m above the existing ground surface. During our survey, the interior of the cistern 
was found to have a depth of 1.45 meters and was filled with water. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 7: Plan and elevation views of Structures 1 and 2 completed by CocoSol in 2020 
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Figure 8:  Photograph of PCI Structure 1, view to the west 
 
 

 
 
 Figure 9:  Photograph of the south elevation wall alignment and cistern, view to the west 
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Figure 10:  Photograph of cistern and crew, view to west. Note overflow drain near top center of cistern 
 
 

 
 
Figure 11:  Photograph of the building entrance 
 
3.1.2.2 Structure 2 
 
PCI Structure 2 is located to the north of the remains of Structure 1. The construction of Structure 2 is 
similar to the main building (Figure 12). The building fabric of Structure 2 has been largely disarticulated 
and only surface rubble alignments are present to indicate its footprint. The building remains measure 4 m 
along the east - west by 3 m north –south. No interior floor was discerned. 
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 Figure 12:  Photograph of the remains of the south wall of Structure 2 
Very few historic artifacts were present in surface contexts, these consisted of olive green glass and 
undecorated whiteware.  The artifacts observed in surface contexts were not collected 
 
3.2 LOCUS 4 
 
Locus 4 was assigned to an artifact scatter recorded by PCI as ‘Scatter 1” during their Phase IA 
Archaeological Survey.  Scatter 1 was initially considered by PCI to not have the potential to meet criteria 
of eligibility to the NRHP. Scatter 1 was later (1997) found to contain additional associated resources and 
considered to be potentially eligible to the NRHP and was tested and renamed Locus 4 by PCI. The site 
was found by PCI to contain two poorly preserved structures and shallow archaeological deposits from 
which one possible precolonial sherd, and 223 artifacts dating from the late 18th to 20tth centuries were 
recovered in their test units. 
 
Our current assessment of Locus 4 indicates that extensive disturbance has taken place at the site since the 
1997 PCI study.  The disturbance is evidenced by the disarticulated conditions of the structural remains for 
Structures 1 and 2, shallow or absence of top soil, young pioneer species such as tan-tan and the 
disarticulation of a dry laid rubble wall noted by PCI in 1990 and 1997 (Figures 13-15).  According to a 
local informant, the ridge top contained a “dump” until about five years ago when it was “scraped” with 
heavy equipment to remove the materials.  Locus 4 appears to have also been used to wash concrete trucks 
as evidenced by occasional deposits of now consolidated wash residue (Figure 16), these same materials 
were also found in a dump to the west of Locus 4, indicating that they were scraped off from elsewhere, 
and most likely from Locus 4, as we did not encounter such materials elsewhere. 
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Figure 13:  Photograph depicting the vegetation of topography of Locus 4, view to the west 

 
 

 

 
 
Figure 14:  Photograph of remnant rubble alignment of Structure 2 , Locus 4 
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Figure 15:  Photograph of the remains dry laid rock wall recorded for Locus 4 by PCI in 1997  
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Figure 16:  Photograph depicting consolidated concrete truck wash materials 
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3.3  ADDITIONAL SHOVEL TESTING FOR AREAS CONSIDERED TO HAVE A HIGH 
POTENTIAL OF CONTAINING CULTURAL RESOURCES 

 
 
A ridge like feature with gentle sloping summit surfaces that runs east-west on the subject property was the 
only other area that was considered to have the potential of containing cultural resources.  The subsurface 
tests performed indicate that much of the ridge had been scraped as noted by a land surveyor with previous 
experience on Lovango.  For the most part, the tests performed on the ridge evidenced a general absence of 
top soil, except in the easternmost part where approximately 20 centimeters of top soil remains preserved, 
however this area has also been disturbed by earth change activities as evidenced by undulating ground 
surfaces in certain parts and the presence of a buried fiberglass tank (Figure 17). 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 17:  Photograph of parts of the east end of Lovango Cay, depicting the existing vegetation and 
topography. Note the buried fiberglass water tank covered by plywood and concrete block in the center of 
photo, view to the northwest 
 
 
The western parts of the ridge which also contains gently sloping terrain was found to have been extensively 
disturbed as evidenced by the exposed subsoil as a result of grading that was observed during this additional 
survey.  This area now contains a dump for discarded construction materials including consolidated 
concrete truck wash materials as was found in Locus 4. (Figures 18 and 19).  This same area appears to 
have been used for the storage of construction materials for the existing docks as evidenced by the presence 
of a concrete wall to separate construction materials consisting of sand on one side of the wall and crushed 
gravel on the other as evidenced by left over materials (Figure 20). 
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Figure 18:  Photograph of existing dump 
 

  
Figure 19:  Photograph of consolidated concrete truck wash found in the dump 
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 Figure 20:  Photograph of division wall for construction materials 
 

 
 
3.4 CEMETERY 
 
A cemetery with five graves is present on the southern part of the subject property (Figure  21).  All of the 
graves date to the 20th century. The graves were found to be undisturbed though in need of some care. The 
1990 PCI report indicates that a chain link fence was present at the cemetery.  The fence no longer exists 
in 2020. The following individuals are interred in this cemetery: 
 

Louis Christian Anderson 
Elsa A. DeWindt 

Ralph Alexander DeWindt 
Roselyn Smith Anderson 

June Marva Wells 
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Figure 21:  Photograph of the cemetery, view to the southwest 
 
 
 
3.5 THE WEST INDIAN HOUSE 
 
This frame cottage was built on slopes using wood pilings set on individual cement footers to provide the 
structural foundation for the building. This structure was referenced in PCI’s Phase IA Archaeological 
Survey report (1990) as the “Great House” which is inappropriate as Lovango was not a colonial plantation 
settlement and the structure in question and associated features have a post-emancipation provenance.  The 
cottage is locally known as the West Indian House and as the former residence of the DeWindt family.  In 
1990 PCI indicated that the Dewindt family had occupied the house for over 50 years. PCI recommended 
preservation by fencing of the structure and associated features. We note that the West Indian House was 
not included in the Phase IB Archaeological Survey performed in 1997.  Current development plans include 
the demolition of the structure. 
 
The building is a rectangular frame cottage (Figures 22-24) that measures 10.2 meters (m) along its east-
west axis by 3.92m on its north-south axis. Two double leaf doors provide entrance to the interior from the 
south elevation that opens to a gallery. Only one of the original double leaf doors survives.  The door on 
the east end is a standard door, no evidence of the west door was observed. The double leaf shutters and 
door are hung with strap hinges.  Bracing of structural elements consists of mortise and tenon joints. 
 
The walls are of tongue and groove style. All rooms appeared to have been connected, but original partitions 
and doors have been removed and divided with plywood partitions, providing access to two rooms from 
the modern plywood decked gallery along the south elevation. The west elevation could not be observed as 
this part of the structure has been modified for use as a workshop (Figure 27). 
 
A gallery of recent construction with plywood decking is poorly preserved and extends from the south 
elevation with a set of stairs providing access to a landscaped garden area. The house has been modified by 
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adding concrete block piers to relieve the load bearing function of the original wooden piles set on cement 
footers (Figures 29 and 30) A bathroom of concrete block construction has been added on the northeast part 
of the structure. The storeroom depicted on the PCI drawing (Figure 23) no longer exists. 
 
 

 
 

 
Figure 22:  CocoSol 2020 artist rendition of the south and east elevations of the West Indian House 
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Figure 23:  Plan view of the DeWindt residence aka the West Indian Cottage. Source: PCI 1990 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Figure 24:  Photograph showing existing conditions of the south elevation and gallery 
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Figure 25:  Photograph of the gallery’s existing condition, view to the west 
 
 

 
 
Figure 26:  Photograph of current conditions showing the east elevation of the West Indian House, note 
the concrete block addition on the right side of the photograph 
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Figure 27:  Photograph of the interior of the west elevation addition 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Figure 28:  Photograph of the original wood support pilings 
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Figure 29:  Photograph of wood pile on pile cap 
 
 

 
 
 

 Figure 30:  Photograph of crawl space depicting concrete block piers 
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3.6 THE WATER WELL 
 
A water well with a mouth opening of approximately 4m in diameter is located a short distance to the 
southwest of the West Indian House.  The well was largely filled with rubble at the time of our survey.  The 
well is of rubble masonry construction.  Electrical wire extending from the surface into the rubble indicates 
that a submersible pump was used to pump water.  The electrical wire appears to be from the late 20th 
century (Figures 31 and 32). 
 

 
 

Figure 31:  Photograph showing crew cleaning of section of well 
 

 
 
Figure 32:  Photograph of existing condition of well interior, electrical wire and construction details 
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3.7  THE CISTERN AND CATCHMENT BASIN 
 
An oblong cistern that measures approximately 7m (north to south axis) by 5m (east to west) and 
approximately 2.6m deep and an articulated rainwater catchment basin located on the southwestern part of 
the subject property was initially identified by PCI in 1990 and assessed in 1997 (Figure 33).   Both the 
1990 and 1997 PCI studies noted the absence of a cover on the cistern.  At the time of our survey, the cistern 
was being rehabilitated (Figure 34) to provide a cover and the interior had been recently plastered (Figure 
35).   
 
The rainwater catchment basin is approximately 17 m long along its sides by 15m at its northern (upslope) 
extension (Figure 36).  The interior of the basin is covered with cement, the interior has been filled with 
loose rock to filter soil from entering the cistern. 
 
The rock wall, depression and terrace shown on the 1997 PCI sketch (Figure 33) were not observed during 
our survey. A cement floor was however noted immediately to the west of the cistern, the approximate 
dimensions of this floor are 5m by 5m, an exposed edge indicates that the floor may have contained swales 
to drain water from its interior.  Another feature of the floor are rocks noted in the west part of the floor to 
have been cemented into the floor on their edges and extend above the floor surface (Figure 37). 

 
Figure 33:  PCI (1997) sketch of catchment basin and cistern 
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Figure 34:  Photograph of partial south and west cistern elevations 
 

 

 
 
 Figure 35:  View of the interior of the cistern 
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Figure 36:  Partial view of the west elevation of the catchment basin 
 
 

 
 
Figure 37:  Photograph of cement floor and swale adjacent to the west wall of the cistern 
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3.8 THE HISTORIC COTTAGE 
 
An historic cottage identified by PCI in 1990 and further documented in 1997 by PCI could not be located 
in 2020 during this additional survey.  A long-time resident of Lovango, and a member of a land survey 
crew who has worked on Lovango a number of times and was part of the CocoSol team for this project 
informed us that the cottage was demolished and removed. A modern structure and its landscaped grounds 
were subsequently built on the location of the former cottage (Figure 38).  This location is contained on 
private property and is outside of the subject property of concern.  No remains indicating the former 
presence of a structure nor the terraced areas mentioned by PCI in their 1997 report could be discerned as 
these slopes have been extensively modified. 

 

 
 
Figure 38:  Image depicting the reported location for the former historic cottage 
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4.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
 
Our conclusions and recommendations are presented below. 
 
4.1 LOCUS 1  
 
Locus 1 was initially identified by PCI in 1990 and tested and evaluated during PCI’s Phase IB 
Archaeological Survey in 1997.  The site was recorded by PCI as containing precolonial and historic 
components.  Our concluding remarks and recommendations are provided below within the context of 
LIH’s stated intent to preserve and adaptively use the existing ruins. 
 
4.1.1 Locus 1 Precolonial Component 
 
Johnston’s observations in 1981 and PCI’s in 1990 and 1997 indicate that the precolonial component has 
been adversely affected by prior construction activities.  All three documents report finding what appear to 
be fortuitous finds of a few sherds of hand built, coarse earthenware in disturbed, surface or near surface 
contexts.  Extensive excavations to construct a pond and other past earth change activities likely resulted in 
adverse impacts to significant parts, if not all of the precolonial component. Our observations of exposed 
ground surfaces, recently excavated utility trenches, other excavations and their back dirt did not result in 
the identification of precolonial materials. 
 
Based on the information provided by Johnston in 1981, PCI in 1990 and 1997 and our current observations, 
we conclude that the precolonial component has been adversely affected by past earth change activities and 
we recommend that no further cultural resources management activities are warranted for this component. 
 
4.1.2 The Locus 1 Historic Component 
 
This component includes the remains of what is reported to have been a schoolhouse.  The remains of two 
structures were initially documented by PCI in 1990 and later tested and evaluated by PCI in 1997.  We 
concur with PCI’s findings that the building remains and associated historic archaeological contexts are 
significant to the history and archaeology of the US Virgin Islands.  LIH proposes to preserve the ruins and 
adaptively use the ruins.  
 
We recommend that the VISHPO issue a finding of  no objection to the adaptive use of the ruins for a 
passive recreation venue to be determined conditioned on the following: 
 

1. The ruins and adjacent areas should be cleared of vegetation using hand methods to minimize 
disturbances to the fabric of the buildings and the shallow historic archaeological deposits defined 
by PCI’s testing. PCI indicated that the deposits were contained in an area measuring approximately 
90m (north-south) by 70m (east-west). Our observations indicate that the site polygon defined by 
PCI is overly large and we recommend additional close interval testing to reduce the size of the site 
polygon. In the event that preservation of the site polygon is not feasible, we recommend the 
performance of Phase III Archaeological Data Recovery excavations to mitigate adverse effects.   

2. The wall remnants and associated constructed features should be documented by measured 
drawings and photography. 

3. The plans for any adaptive use of the ruins should be provided to the VISHPO for their review and 
comment. 
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4.2 LOCUS 4 
 
Locus 4 was found to have been adversely affected by mechanical grading of surfaces to remove large 
accumulations of debris which according to our informant took place approximately five years ago.  The 
two ruinous structures recorded by PCI in 1997 were found to be largely disarticulated and scattered.  The 
paucity of rubble indicates that the stones were likely robbed for use elsewhere.  The shovel testing 
performed within PCI’s (1997) site boundaries demonstrated an absence of top soil (Soil Horizon A). 
 
Locus 4 was found to be disturbed and lacks sufficient contextual integrity to meet criteria of eligibility to 
the NRHP or otherwise have the potential to contribute significant information to the history and/or 
archaeology of the US Virgin Islands.  No additional cultural resource management is considered warranted 
for Locus 4. 
 
4.3 AREAS OF ADDITIONAL SHOVEL TESTING 
 
As previously discussed the shovel testing performed on the gently sloping summits of the ridge did not 
yield the presence of cultural resources other that those associated with Locus 4.   
 
4.4 THE CEMETERY 
 
LIH intends to preserve the cemetery.  We recommend clearing the vegetation within the cemetery polygon 
and be appropriately fenced. 
 
4.5 THE WEST INDIAN HOUSE 
 
The West Indian or DeWindt house has been significantly modified by the replacement of its original 
gallery and by the modification of one or more spaces on the west end that is now used for storage. A 
bathroom of cement block construction has been added to the northeast elevation of the structure resulting 
in the removal of parts of the north wall elevation to provide access to the bathroom.  Based on the 1990 
PCI drawing (Figure 25) indicates that the kitchen and part of the “dining” areas have been modified and 
or eliminated and was at the time of our survey used for storage and workshop. 
 
The structural supports for the house were retrofitted.  We hypothesize that the original wood piles on 
cement footers were relieved of their function by concrete block and poured concrete piles.  The original 
interior divisions are no longer extant, plywood walls now provide separate spaces accessed from the 
gallery.  As a whole, the unmodified parts of the cottage are in fairly well  preserved.  As currently planned, 
the West Indian House will be demolished. 
 
We recommend the documentation of the West Indian House using measured drawings and photography 
of its plan, elevations and construction details prior to demolition.  The documentation for this site should 
include the garden area, retaining walls and other features that may be discovered following the removal of 
the significant amount of debris beneath and surrounding this structure. 
 
4.6 THE HISTORIC WELL 
 
The well was found to be largely filled with rubble at the time of our survey. As such, we were able to make 
observations of approximately the top meter only.  As previously noted, electrical cables were noted to have 
been buried within the rubble indicating that the well contained a submersible pump. The Client proposes 
to demolish the well for the purposes of installing infrastructure critical to the development. 
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We recommend the performance of archaeological monitoring during the demolition activities. We 
recommend that demolition be carried out by mechanically cross sectioning the well to remove the rubble 
and allow the archaeologist to photograph exposed sections and assess for the presence of potentially 
significant archaeological contexts at the base of the well. 
 
4.7 CISTERN AND CATCHMENT BASIN 
 
The cistern and catchment basin are well preserved and will be adaptively used in the development to catch 
and collect rainwater.  We recommend that the cistern and catchment basin are documented by measured 
drawings and photographs.   
 
4.8 HISTORIC COTTAGE 
 
Based on information provided by local informants, the historic cottage and associated archaeological 
contexts documented by PCI in 1997 was demolished to build a modern house, related infrastructure and 
amenities. No evidence of structural remains or archaeological contexts were observed during our survey.  
No further cultural resources management is considered warranted. 
 
Our final recommendation is that a USVI licensed surveyor should map the location and site polygon of 
cultural resources and associated features to be preserved and/or adversely affected. 
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